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The PetroVietnam University
English Department 

	1. INSTRUCTOR’S INFORMATION 

	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	


	2.  GENERAL INFORMATION OF THE SUBJECT

	Course title:
	

	Course code:
	B2

	Number of Credits:
	2

	Type of course:
	Compulsory  (      Optional ((

	Prerequisite:
	A1,A2,B1

	Department in charge:
	


	3. COURSE OVERVIEW 


This is an Academic English course for the second- year students at the PetroVietnam University. During the course, new grammar structures and vocabulary are presented in contexts, followed by different interesting activities so that students will remember and use new language units confidently and naturally.  Learners are encouraged to work in pairs, in groups to develop their teamwork skills as well as communication skills. 
This course adopts the learner-centered approach and learning-by-doing theories supported by Felder and Brent (2003). Assessment is continuous, which allows for a comprehensive view of the extent to which students have met the course objectives and outcomes (Garrison and Ehringhaus, 2007). 

	4. COURSE OBJECTIVES 


By the end of level B2, the students should:

· Be able to use a limited number of cohesive devices to link his/her utterances into clear, coherent discourse, though there may be some ‘jumpiness’ in a long contribution.
· Be able to follow clearly articulated speech directed at him/her in everyday conversation, though will sometimes have to ask for repetition of particular words and phrases.

· Be able to convey degrees of emotion and highlight the personal significance of events and experiences.

· Be able to write letters conveying degrees of emotion and highlighting the significance of events and experiences.
· Be able to write clear, detailed descriptions of real or imaginary events and experiences, marking the relationship between ideas in clear, connected text, and following established conventions of the genre concerned.

· Have sufficient range of language to describe unpredictable situations, explain the main points in an idea or problem with reasonable precision and express thoughts on abstract or cultural topics.
· Be able to show a relatively high degree of grammatical control. Does not make mistakes which lead to misunderstanding.

· Be able to achieve comprehension, including listening for main points; checking comprehension by using contextual clues.

· Be able to account for and sustain his/her opinions in discussion by providing relevant explanations, arguments, and comments.

· Be able to compare and contrast alternatives, discussing what to do, where to go, who or which to choose, etc.

· Be able to express his/her thought s about abstract or cultural topics such as music, films. Can explain why something is a problem.

· Be able to carry out a prepared interview, checking and confirming information, though he/she may occasionally have to ask for reception if the other person’s response is rapid or extended.

· Be able to follow a lecture or talk within his/her own field, provided the subject matter is familiar and the presentation straightforward and clearly structured.
· Be able to understand recordings in standard dialect likely to be encountered in social, professional or academic life and identify speaker viewpoints and attitudes as well as the information content.

· Be able to understand the information content of the majority of recorded or broadcast audio material on topics of personal interest delivered in clear, standard speech.

· Be able to understand most radio documentaries and most other recorded or broadcast audio materials delivered in standard dialect and can identify the speakers’ mood, tone, etc.

· Be able to understand a clearly structured lecture on a familiar subject, and can take notes on points which strike him/her as important, even though he/she tends to concentrate on the words themselves and therefore to miss some information.

· Be able to produce clearly intelligible continuous writing which follows standard layout and paragraphing conventions.

· Have reasonably accurate in spelling and punctuation but may show signs of mother tongue influence.

· Be able to follow extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar and the direction of the talk is sign-posted by explicit markers.

· Be able to understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech on both concrete and abstract topics delivered in a standard dialect.

· Be able to give clear, detailed descriptions and presentations on a wide range of subjects related to his/her field of interest, expanding and supporting ideas with subsidiary points and relevant examples.

· Be able to read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speech of reading to different texts and purposes, and using appropriate reference sources effectively. Has a broad active reading vocabulary, but may experience some difficulty with low frequency idioms.

· Be able to highlight the personal significance of events and experiences, account for and sustain views clearly by providing relevant explanations and arguments.
· Be able to express thoughts on more abstracts, cultural topics.

· Be able to write clear, detailed texts on a variety of subjects related to his/her field of interest, synthesizing and evaluating information and arguments from a number of sources.

· Have acquired a clear, natural pronunciation and intonation.

· Be able to plan what is to be said and the means to say it, considering the effect on the recipients.

· Be able to summarize extracts from news items, interviews or documentaries containing opinions, arguments, and discussion. 

· Be able to read correspondence relating to his/her field of interest and readily grasp the essential meaning.
· Be able understand articles and reports concerned with contemporary problems in which the writers adopts particular stances or viewpoints.

· Be able to scan longer texts in order to locate desired information, and gather information from different parts of a text, or from different texts in order to fulfill a specific task.

· Be able to quickly identify the content and relevance of news items, articles or reports on a wide range of professional issues, deciding whether closer study is worthwhile.

· Be able to write an essay or report which develops an argument, giving reasons in support of or against a particular point of view and explaining the advantages and disadvantages of various options.
· Be able to write short, simple essays on topics of interest.

· Be able to summarize, report and give his/her opinion about accumulated factual information on familiar routine and non-routine matters within his/her field with some confidence.
· Be able to express him or herself appropriately in situations and avoid crass errors of formulation.

· Be able to explain a problem which has risen and make it clear that the provider of the service /customer must make a concession.

· Be able to give detailed accounts of experiences, describing feelings and emotions.

· Be able to explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

· Have generally high lexical accuracy, though some confusion and incorrect word choice does occur without hindering communication. 

· Have a good range of vocabulary for matters connected to his/her field and most general topics.

	5. MATERIALS 


Course book

English 4 for PVU students
Supplementary sources
1. Hallows, R., Lisboa, M. & Unwin, M. (2006). IELTS Express Upper Intermediate Course-book. Thomson.
2. Cambridge IELTS 5. University of Cambridge. 
3. Cambridge IELTS 6. University of Cambridge. 
4. Cambridge IELTS 7. University of Cambridge. 
5. Cambridge IELTS 8. University of Cambridge. 
	6. COURSE POLICY


· Regular attendance. Accumulated absences of more than 36 periods will merit an automatic failure.

· Completion of the Midterm Test (in week 8) and final test (the exact time to be informed later).

·  Use of a group email address where class announcements will be posted. Students should access their free email account and check their emails regularly. Students can send questions or other messages regarding study matters to the teacher or other classmates via this address.

	7. ASSESSMENT 


	
	Assessment Task
	Mark Allocation
	Deadline
	Assessment Criteria

	PART I
	Midterm Test 
	40%
	Week 8
	In- class exam

	
	Participation
	10%
	
	Attendance, In-class Participation, Teamwork

	PART II
	End-of-term Test
	50%
	
	In- class exam


	8. METHODOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES 


 This course employs the following different but complimentary teaching and learning methods:

· Learner-centered: the course places the learner and learning at the center of all teaching and learning activities.

· Learner autonomy: learners of the course are expected to be active in class and be able to work well on their own. 

· Learning by doing: during the course students will be required to apply what they have learned in various ways.  

· Teamwork: As their cooperation is a pivotal source of learning, learners are expected to cooperate well with their classmates in class and self-study time.
	9. FRAMEWORK FOR THE SYLLABUS 
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